Lewis/Loftus/Cocking: Appendix A Lesson Plans                                                                                    LP 29


Appendix A: Additional Java Resources for Teachers

CollegeBoard Resources
The CollegeBoard provides a variety of resources for computer science teachers to aide them in the teaching of AP Computer Science.  The resources are centered at APCentral which is the CollegeBoard’s website for all things Advanced Placement.  APCentral can be found at http://apcentral.collegeboard.com.  You will need to create a registration login and ID for the site, but this is a free service.

Contained within these pages are reviews of textbooks done by AP teachers, articles about various topics both in computer science, and AP in general, important documents such as the Java Marine Biology Simulation narrative as well as the code, and reference materials for both teachers and students.  The best place to begin in this large amount of information is the Teacher’s Corner section under Courses.  Here is where you can find starting points for both the A and AB curriculum as well as links to important documents.

In addition there is an APCompSci list serv where teachers from around the world can share information, ask questions and get answers from a large community of experienced (and new) teachers.  You can subscribe to the list serv by going to the APCentral website and searching for Electronic Discussion Groups.  This will link you to the registration page for the list servs.  Be sure to register for the apcompsci group.

Additional Resources Available
There is a wide variety of resources available on the web, as well as through various publishers for the Advanced Placement Course in Java.  An excellent starting place for quality references is the http://java.sun.com website.  This is Sun Microsystem’s home page for Java and contains links to the API (documentation for all java classes), the Java Tutorial, and several other reputable sites for Java help.

Sun also publishes a monthly newsletter and several email newsletters.  The Java Developer’s Journal is a great magazine to subscribe to, and the Java Technology Fundamentals newsletter deals with a large number of AP Computer Science topics.  The articles often include sample problems and code as well as challenge problems for students to attempt.

There are also several excellent review books available containing sample exams and questions.  Be sure to check out Addison-Wesley’s Review for the Computer Science AP Exam in Java by Susan Horowitz.  This book is a comprehensive review for both the A and AB exams including sample exams, test taking hints, and an extensive glossary to provide definitions for important terms.

In addition your most valuable resource is the colleagues in the schools around you.  Participating in local workshops and events will allow you to meet and get to know your local community of computer science teachers.
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